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MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO

2022 was an
extraordinary year

at the APA!  

Dear Friends,

In 2022, we celebrated 100 years of bringing people and
pets together, made it possible for 5,322 pets to find
wonderful homes, and opened a second location in
Olivette. Our transfer program helped over 2,400 pets
get a second chance at adoption and nearly 1,600 pets
were cared for in foster homes, helping us make space
for all who needed us. Our Outreach programs touched
the lives of nearly 700 pets living in under-resourced
communities, and our Safe Care and Crisis Housing
programs provided temporary shelter and support to
over 60 pets, making it possible for their owners to get
to safety or secure stable housing. The Wellness Clinic at
Brentwood saw over 4,300 patients and between both
locations and our Outreach programming, we
completed 4,298 spay/neuter surgeries.



Our education programs welcomed over 1,800 participants into
various programs, including No More Bullying, summer and
spring break camps, scout programs, and others. We reached a
record number of people through our social media and
communications, increasing awareness about our important
work and sharing stories and promotions that helped us find
pets homes. We also invited donors to invest in our next 100
years through a $5.3 million capital campaign to renovate our
Brentwood location, which has been our home since 1947. As our
community always does, you were there to champion and
support all these efforts, and we can truly say that none of this
would have been possible without you. 

As we begin another year of helping pets, I want to thank you for
all your support. We are grateful for the opportunity to do this
work, and we are beyond excited to see what 2023 holds. We
hope you will continue to work alongside us to make a difference
to every pet who needs us. Thank you for being part of our team! 

Happy New Year! 

Sarah Javier
President/CEO
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Adoptions 5,322

Total Intake 5,910

Pets Reunited With 
Their Family

259

Pets Transferred In 2,447

Pets Transferred to
Rescue

72

Spay/Neuter Surgeries
Performed

4,298

Save Rate 96%

 Animal Sheltering
By the Numbers

 
January – December 2022 Sheltering Statistics 

for COMBINED APA Locations 



Adoptions 5,219 

Total Intake 5,664 

Pets Reunited With 
Their Family

217

Pets Transferred In 2,447

Pets Transferred to
Rescue

17

Spay/Neuter Surgeries
Performed

4,215

Save Rate 97%

January – December 2022
Sheltering Statistics 

by Location 



Adoptions 103

Total Intake 246

Pets Reunited With 
Their Family

42

Pets Transferred to
Rescue

55

Spay/Neuter Surgeries
Performed

83

Save Rate 84%

 Sheltering Statistics 
by Location: 

* Statistics are from December 5-31, the date of operation at Olivette location in 2022 



 

 Animal Sheltering
By the Numbers

We provided care for a combined total of 730 new animals that
arrived at the APA during the month of December. This included 499
dogs, 217 cats, and 14 pocket pets (rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets, etc.). 

The APA Brentwood location achieved a record-breaking 5,219
adoptions over the course of 2022. Our previous record, set in 2021,
was 4,758.  

When we began operating the new APA Olivette location on
December 5, there were 172 pets in care, and 80% of these pets were
large dogs. Throughout the month, the community adopted 103 of
these pets, a 171% increase in the adoption rate over what had been
the average number of monthly adoptions while being operated as
the St. Louis County Animal Care and Adoption Center. Of the
remaining pets, 42 were returned to their owners, 43 were cared for
in a volunteer foster home, and 55 were transferred to rescues.  

On Day 1 of operating the Olivette location, the APA launched a foster
program – the first ever for this shelter. Within the first few days of
operating, several pets found comfort and love in a foster home while
waiting for adoption. In the month of December, a total of 43 pets at
Olivette entered foster homes. For 2022, a total of 1,599 pets were
cared for in foster homes across both locations. 



 

 Animal Sheltering
By the Numbers

The number of animals coming into the Olivette
location is more than double those that are

being adopted, so additional support is needed
from the community in the form of adopters,

shelter volunteers, and foster volunteers.

Between December 5 and 31, the community brought in
254 pets to our new Olivette location, a 68% increase
over the previous monthly average.  We anticipate this
will continue to increase in the coming months,
particularly as Spring approaches.



It would not be possible for the APA to help as many animals as we do
without the support of volunteers. Volunteers provide love and sheltering to
pets through our foster programs, assist with walking dogs, help with
cleaning and other sheltering tasks, provide enrichment to cats in our care,
and so much more. 

In 2022, volunteers provided

hours of service 
at an estimated value of $1,312,019.

43,807 

Volunteers Are a Critical 
Part of the APA Team

who required medical care, extra socialization, an opportunity
to decompress from stress experienced in the shelter, or

nursing cats and kittens along with their litters of little ones.

Foster volunteers cared for 

1,599 pets



821 puppies and kittens, many of them
with their moms, were cared for in foster
homes. This reduces exposure to illness
and provides them with best start
possible. 

Pets fostered before
adoption at 

APA Brentwood

1,556



On Day One of operating APA Olivette, a
new foster program was implemented. In
the first three weeks of operating, APA
Olivette had 17% of its monthly intake
leave for a foster home.

Pets fostered before
adoption at 
APA Olivette

43



 
pets and the people who love them
served through this program that

provides free vaccines, spay/neuter,
and other services to pets living in

under-resourced communities.

676

1,893 
outreach services provided 

pets in community

8,000 lbs. 
of pet food were provided in

collaboration with human-serving
organizations. 

We are grateful for our
partners in Human Services for

helping us reach those pet
owners who need us most.



participants in 
Humane Education programming

Pet Reach hours

1,851 

200

This year we launched two
new education programs:

providing 40 of our community’s
youngest learners with special
needs an opportunity to learn
about animals

welcomed over 50 campers
during its first year

Tuesday Tales 

Spring Break & Summer Camps



LONG RESIDENTS 
WERE ADOPTED

SAL, 1 YEAR IN SHELTER SYSTEM

Sal's foster family, in the end, decided to adopt

him to their furever home.

GRIFF, 10 MONTHS AT APA OLIVETTE

The couple came to APA Olivette asking to

meet the longest resident. They fell in love

immediately.

SUGAR, 4 MONTHS IN SHELTER

Sugar was the APA's longest cat resident,

after months in the shelter she went home.

There were several animals adopted that had long
shelter stays. Here are a few of the longest residents.



STORIES THAT GAVE US
ALL THE FEELS

PUMPKIN CAME INTO HER OWN

If only pets could tell their stories, we know they would have so much to
share. When Pumpkin first arrived, she was very afraid, anxious and
extremely hesitant to interact with people. If you reached out to her, she
would cower. 

To build her confidence, our Behavior and Enrichment Coordinator
brought Pumpkin into the more-quiet office space of the shelter. There
she had an opportunity to decompress and learn that the people at the
APA were good and could be trusted. Over time, we watched her
transformation, slowly warming up to people, thanks to some tasty treats,
fun new toys and gentle head pats.

When you do this work, there are daily stories that pull at your heart strings.  
2022 included many of these stories, but here are a few of our favorites.



STORIES THAT GAVE US
ALL THE FEELS

MEDICAL TESTING BREEDING FACILITY SURRENDERS

Over the summer, the APA  was contacted by the Humane Society
of the United States and was asked to make space for beagles being
removed from a medical testing breeding facility in Virginia. HSUS
needed to move quickly and relocate a total of 4,000 dogs and time
was limited.

As we always do, the APA made space and welcomed 40 beagles,
some of them pregnant or nursing. We reached out to foster
volunteers who stepped up to help. Those who were ready for
adoption were made available and found wonderful, loving homes
very quickly. 

We appreciate opportunities to support our transfer partners in an
effort to save the lives of more pets.



The APA is proud to work with over 100 transfer
partners across the Country. When these partners
have a special situation or know a pet is in particular
need of support, they know the APA will do
everything we can to provide the pet with a second
chance. 

In the Fall of this year, a transfer partner in rural
Missouri went to an pet auction after learning that
unpurchased pets were at risk of euthanasia. At the
end of the auction, 12 dogs remained – all likely
breeding dogs from Missouri puppy mills. Each was
spray painted with their auction numbers, cold,
scared and hungry. Her heart broke and she knew
she couldn't leave them behind.

Because this transfer partner knew the APA would
do all we could to help,  she offered to take all 12
dogs that minute and give them the second chance
they deserved. The dogs arrived at our doors the
very next day and our staff got right to work.

STORIES THAT GAVE
US ALL THE FEELS
12 DOGS SAVED AT AN AUCTION

Our care team assessed their medical needs, delivered necessary veterinary
care, filled their hungry bellies, and carefully got them settled in warm,
cozy beds that first night. The following day, they got to play outside,
perhaps for the very first time, with our dedicated team. Tails were
wagged, kisses were given, and zoomies were had! It was magical to
witness.

 
 



 
 

It was a year of celebration!
 

In 2022, the APA was excited to celebrate 100 years
of bringing people and pets together. You only turn
100 once, so we made it a full year of celebrating! 

ALL YEAR LONG!
WALK OF THE CENTURY

We kicked off the Walk of the Century in March and invited
people from all over the world to walk 100 miles with their pet

in support of the APA. There was much enthusiasm around
this year-long event, and we were delighted to have our

partners at Purina help promote this event! 



SEPTEMBER:
 

MAY:
BOOP Brunch

Friends, champions, and community
members came together for a special
educational brunch where we heard

from national speaker, Dr. Kevin
Morris, on the science behind the

many ways pets make our lives and
communities happier and healthier. 

 
 We were delighted to once again

bring this event back in person. It was
wonderful to see so many pets and

their people enjoy the beautiful
weather and celebrating the bond
and joy that only a pet can bring. 

30TH ANNUAL 
CANINE CARNIVAL

100TH BIRTHDAY 
BASH

 
 We celebrated our first 100 years

and shared our ambitious plans for
our second century. There was
music, fun, great food, and of

course, cake!  



 
We successfully wrapped up

a $5.3 million capital
campaign – Our Pet Project –
to support the renovation of

our Brentwood location. 

This has been our home
since 1947 and will be

updated to provide us with
improved animal care
space, state-of-the-art

surgical suites, plenty of
nursery space, and areas

designed to help us
provide even better care to

the many thousands of
pets who need us each 

and every year. 


